
  

 

Please join us for Worship Services during 

this glorious season!   

Our Advent Theme this year is “Close to 

Home”. 

 
Advent Worship  

Wed.,  December 1, 2021  7:00 pm 
 

Advent Worship 
Wed.,  December 8, 2021  7:00 pm  

 
Blue Christmas Service 

Wed., December 15, 2021  7:00 pm  
 

Family Christmas Festival  
Sat., December 18, 2021 5:00 pm  

 
Lessons & Carols 

Sun., December 19, 2021     8:30 & 10am 
 

Christmas Eve Worship   
Fri., December 24, 2021      5, 7, & 10 pm 

 
Christmas  Worship 

Sat., December 25, 2021 10:00 am 
 

 

*Additional information about the Blue 

Christmas Service will be provided in the 

weekly news and announcements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note:  The weekend of December 25

-26 we have different worship times:  

Saturday, December 25 (Christmas) 10am 

service only and Sunday, December 26 10am 

worship service only.   
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 Staff & Ministry Coordinators 

 

Pastors:  

Manuel Retamoza 

Sarah Sumner-Eisenbraun 

 

Director of Parish Administration: 

Meri Jo Petrivelli 

 

Bookkeeper/Welcome Ministry 

Coordinator: 

Sara Zimmerly 

 

Office Administrator: 

Paula McDonald 

 
Preschool Director: 
Stephanie Alexander 

 

Music Director:  

Scott Skinner 

 

W.I.N. Coordinator: 

Kristin Hetrick 

 

Nursery Attendants: 

Teri Potts 

Jack Peterson 

Nicole Swallow 

Samantha Timmons 

 

Congregation President: 

Holly Ferrante 

 

Prayer Ministry: 

Sara Hench  

hench1@cox.net 

Marilyn Duba  

simplysunshine27@gmail.com 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 9am-4pm 

Friday 9am-12pm 

 

————————————————- 

The submission deadline for the 

January Salt Shaker is December 

15th. Typed or neatly printed articles 

with your name and phone number 

may be left in the church office. 

Articles must be 200 words or less 

and may be edited for space. Email 

submissions are preferred.   Send 

them to:                               

info@StAndrewsLutheran.church 

A Message from Pastor Sarah...  

Advent is one of my 
favorite times of the 
church year.  While the 
month of December can 
often feel extra busy or 
hectic leading up to 
Christmas, in worship 
we hear messages that 
remind us to slow down, 
wait, and hope during 
this season.  Our savior 
is coming, a miracle is 
on the way. Over the 
next several weeks we 
will be centering 
ourselves around our 

Advent theme of “Close to Home”  When 
something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. 
During the Advent and Christmas season, we will 
journey through scriptures and rituals that are 
tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable. We 
carry the memories and truths of this season close 
to our hearts. We long for God to come close to 
us.   

 
Last year we started something new and offered a 
“Blue Christmas” worship service as a part of 
Advent.  This service (also sometimes called The 
Longest Night) creates space to acknowledge that 
the Christmas season, while joyful, can also carry 
with it other complicated emotions like grief and 
loss.  We will offer this service again on 
Wednesday, December 15 at 7pm. This year 
especially, when we are still living in the long/
growing shadow of the pandemic, many of our 
activities may appear to be “normal” but they may 
not feel “the same.”  While Christmas is a joyful 
season, it is also healthy and good to recognize 
that you may feel sad or overwhelmed or worn out 
sometimes too.  We continue to turn our hearts to 
God with anything and everything we may be 
carrying. We are always welcome in God’s house. 

 



3 

 
This year we are also doing something a little different with our Family 
Christmas Festival.  Instead of being a separate event, we will be 
incorporating this fun, festive party for all ages into our Saturday night 
worship service at 5pm on December 18.   We will still be singing all the 
carols, enjoying Christmas themed activities, decorating the tree and of 
course be belting out The 12 Days of Christmas!  But this year we will also 
include prayers and communion around the tables, in an interactive, child-
friendly way. We hope that you will be able to come for worship and then stay 
for the cookies.   

 
And finally, I want to extend a thank you to Sandra Yeaman, Laura Techentin, 

Maddie Dobbins, Analiese Christenson, Joanne Beets, and Lori Herman for 
sharing their stories during our Stewardship Emphasis in November.  Each of 
them spoke from a place of faith and joy. We continue to celebrate how much 
God continues to give to us and what a blessing it is to be able to share our 
gifts in service to God.  I ask for your continued prayers for our Council and 
for our upcoming Congregational meeting on December 12.  As you may be 
aware, our congregation, like everyone, has felt the financial impact of the 
last 20 months and are facing some important decisions around our planned 
budget for 2022.  Please attend a budget informational session if you can.  I 
have faith that God is continuing to call us to “be disciples and make 
disciples” here at St. Andrew’s and that God is also continuing to do new 
things in our midst. I am grateful to be your pastor and to serve alongside all 
of you in Jesus’ name.   
 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Sarah 
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 PRESCHOOL NEWS 

Merry Christmas!  
Christmas is such a magical time here at the preschool. The 
excitement starts to build when we return from Thanksgiving 
break. We will spend the first two weeks of December focusing on 
the birth of baby Jesus. We will be making our annual “Angel, 
Angel” book where the children dress up as characters from the 
Nativity to tell the story of Jesus birth. We will sing “Away in the 
Manger” and “Silent Night”. Our art activities will include lots of 
glue and glitter making for a shiny and bright Christmas.  
 
The week before Christmas vacation we will have “Polar Express” 
day where the children get to wear their pajamas to school, have 
hot cocoa and cookies for snack time and board the “Polar 

Express” for a fun imaginative day of play. 
 
There are still a few things on the preschool’s Amazon Wish List if you are able to donate it 
would be appreciated. We are so thankful for the generosity and continued support of the 
members of St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church. 
 
Christmas Blessings to all of you, 
Stephanie, Teri, Sandra and Melissa 

REMINDERS AND INFORMATION 

Please remember to take a look at our Facebook page for the most up to 
date congregational information and what’s happening here at St. 
Andrew’s!  If you are not receiving our weekly emails containing links, 
bulletins, and more, please call the church office at (619) 464-4211.   
 
Don’t forget to go to the YouTube channel (St. Andrews Lutheran 
Church) for recorded worship services and all other recorded activities! 

 
We are grateful for the financial support provided throughout the year, but 
especially during this challenging time.  You can make a contribution in the 
offering plate, via the donation tab on our website, mail us a check, drop a check 
into our office mail slot, or use Venmo.    
 

St. Andrew’s Website:  standrewslutheran.church 
Venmo:  @StAndrewsLutheran-church 
 
Stewardship Emphasis for 2021-2022 is Woven In Generosity.  
Pledge Forms and other documents have been emailed or 
“snail mailed”.  Please return them by December 4-5, 2021.  A 
limited number of printed copies will be available in the back of the 
church and in the church office. 
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ELEMENTARY 

As we move forward, we are looking at various options for our 

Sunday School program.  Please watch for more information in 

2022. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8th Graders) 

Wednesday, December 1:  W.I.N.– Chicken Tenders, Tots & Salad (Craft: Advent Candle) 

Wednesday, December 8:  W.I.N.– Fiesta Night-Nachos (Craft: Advent Candle) 

Wednesday, December 15: W.I.N.– Pizza and Salad (Craft: Advent Candle) 

Wednesday, December 22: No W.I.N.– Merry Christmas! 

Wednesday, December 29: No W.I.N.—Happy New Year! 

Every Wednesday: Confirmation Instruction 5:45 pm 

Masks are required inside, regardless of your vaccination status. 

 

HIGH SCHOOL (St. Andrew’s Lutheran Teens — SALT) 

Sunday, December 5: SALT –St. Andrew’s Courtyard (3:00-5:30PM) 

Sunday, December 12:  Christmas Party-White Elephant Gift Exchange ($15), Movie, Dinner 

    will be served.   (3-6PM in the Community Center).   

Saturday, December 18: Family Christmas Festival Worship 5PM 

Sunday, December 19:        No SALT 

Sunday, December 26: No SALT-Merry Christmas! 

**All plans subject to change– Join our GroupMe page for updates** 

ST. ANDREW’S LUTHERAN CHURCH—YOUTH 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

A Congregational Meeting is scheduled for December 12, 2021 

immediately following worship.  We will be voting on the 2022 budget at 

this meeting.  We must have a quorum at this meeting in order to vote 

and conduct business.  All voting members are encouraged to attend 

this meeting.   

Voting Members of St. Andrew’s:  The congregation council is 
hosting two in-person Forums for discussion on the proposed 
budget.  Wednesday, December 1, 2021 from 6-6:45PM and Sunday, 

December 5, 2021 immediately following the 10AM worship service.  We encourage Voting 
Members to attend one or both of these forums.   
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 OPEN DOOR PRAYER TIME 

Let us join together in daily prayer within our own 

homes & schedules.  Let us pray this December----- 

For: deep work of the Holy Spirit within our congregation 

For: healing for all those ill with Covid-19 

For: our stewardship to include all members & friends within 
St. Andrew’s 

For: members who are homebound and for all caregivers 
within St. Andrew’s 

For: us , individually, to consider joining others to pray when the DOOR opens 

For: all who grieve 

For: giving and receiving hearts 

For: the message of Christmas to enter our hearts anew each day 

Let us give thanks and praise for the birth of Jesus & for God’s love for all creation 

 

Marilyn Tabor Duba (858) 585-2659 

KEENAGERS  

The Keenagers will hold a Christmas lunch on Thursday, December 9, 2021 11:30 AM in 
the Community Center.  Since we are not ready to open up for potlucks yet, the meal will 
be catered by Lisa Retamoza.   
 
We discussed a small gift exchange but several voices pointed out that, as seniors, we just 
don’t need more clutter in our homes.  It was suggested that we bring small gifts to give to 
the Haitian refugee families instead.  I will develop a list of suggestions of things needed or 
wanted.   

 
We need set-up and clean-up volunteers.  So bring your-
selves for our annual Christmas celebration.  All seniors, retirees 
and friends are invited! 
 
Please respond to Mimi Porter at 619-201-0223 or              
mimiporter@hotmail.com  
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PRAYER MINISTRY 

Here is a list of those we prayed for in 

November: 

HEALING: Roy Benevedez (Bill Lyon ’s uncle) 

PEACE & COMFORT:  Marlene Sunds (Kay 

Wenzel’s cousin); Steven Rempel and family; 

Family & Friends of Eva Plietz 

SUCCESSFUL SURGERY:  Jack Geitz 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIFE OF:  Audrey Murphy (Marilyn Duba’s sister); Eva Plietz 

To place a prayer on the prayer list, please contact Sara Hench at (619) 583-4702 

Hench1@cox.net or Marilyn Duba at (858) 585-2659 simplysunshine27@gmail.com 

______________________________________________ 

Here are the Prayer Quilt Recipients for November: 

Erin & Family- Prayers are for peace and comfort. 

Dorthy Nader- Prayers are for peace, comfort and healing. 

David Conway– Prayers are for healing, peace and comfort.    

Jack Geitz– Prayers are for complete healing, peace and 

comfort. 

 

How You Can Request a Prayer Quilt:   

Prayer quilt request forms can be found in the church office, 

or online at the church website, https://standrewslutheran.church 

 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION RECEPTION 

If you have ever offered your time and talent to our congrega-
tion, you’re a volunteer!  Join us for a Volunteer Appreciation 
Reception Thursday, December 2, 2021.   
 
Stop by the Community Center between the hours of 5:30-
7:00pm and join the St. Andrew’s Staff as they honor you and 
show their appreciation for you with light refreshments, coffee, 
hot chocolate and punch, Christmas music and good fellowship.   
 

             We hope to see you there! 
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 ALTERNATIVE CHRISTMAS  

Looking for a way to simplify your Holiday Shopping AND 
make a difference in the lives of others around the world? 
Check out the E.L.C.A. Good Gifts Catalog and purchase 
and donate an item in honor of someone on your shopping 
list.   

There is a wide variety of items to choose from such as: a 
goat, flock of chicks, honeybees, a cow, school supplies, 
fresh drinking water, sanitation supplies etc. There is likely 
something for every interest and budget.  

Look for the display table on the courtyard before and after Worship Services beginning the 
week of December 4

th
 through December 19

th
.  

Imagine the blessing and difference this can make in the lives of others around the world! 

 

FAMILY CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL WORSHIP 

All ages are invited to our reimagined Family 

Christmas Festival Worship!   

This year the Family Christmas Festival will be our 

5:00pm worship service on Saturday, December 

18, 2021.   

We will gather around tables to sing carols, light 

candles, and celebrate communion.  We will also 

continue our traditions of wearing festive 

Christmas sweaters, reading the Christmas story, 

decorating and lighting the Christmas tree, and 

celebrating with cookies and drinks.     

 

“For God alone I wait in silence; from God comes my salvation.  God 

alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall never 

be shaken. “ - Psalm 62:1-2 
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 NEW MEMBERS  

In November we welcomed to St. Andrew’s 

the following new members:  Dottie Vieira; 

Karen Newby; Steve, Kristi and Jack Geitz; 

Lindsay, Jim, Emma and Kaylee Radzak.  

Anita Hammersley and Isaac Whiting will 

join in December. 

Here are four of the new members contact 

information.  Please add to your 

directories.  Look for details in the January 

edition of the Salt Shaker for the remaining 

new members contact information. 

Welcome to St. Andrew’s Church family! 

 

Dorothy "Dottie" Vieira 

7227 Navajo Road Unit 208 

San Diego, Ca  92119 

619-600-6201 

dotvieira@cox.net 

 

Karen Newby 

6414 Elmcrest Dr. 

San Diego, Ca  92119 

949-356-8599 

k.newby@cox.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve and Kristi Geitz 

Jack 

8720 Highwood Dr. 

San Diego, CA  92119 

sgeitz@cox.net 

kristijohnsonsd@aol.com 

 

Lindsay and Jim Radzak 

Kaylee and Emma 

5637 Lake Murray Boulevard Unit C 

La Mesa, CA  91942 

(619) 277-2765 

lindsay.radzak@gmail.com 

Time to order your Christmas Poinsettias!  Order forms can be 
found in your bulletins or in your weekly email.  Cost is $15 per 
Poinsettia plant.   

You can pay by cash or check, payable to St. Andrew’s and note 
“Poinsettias” in the memo line, and place it in the offering plate.  
You can also pay online via our website with your credit card, or 
find us @StAndrewsLutheran-Church in the Venmo App. 

The deadline to place your order is Monday, December 13th.  
We are only guaranteed 50 plants, so order yours today! 

All proceeds from your purchase will help fund activities of the St. Andrew’s Middle 
School and High School youth.  We thank you for helping to beautify our Sanctuary 
and Community Center for Christmas! 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 

8350 Lake Murray Blvd. 

San Diego, CA  92119 

OUR MISSION: TO BE DISCIPLES 
AND TO MAKE DISCIPLES 
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St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church 
8350 Lake Murray Boulevard 

San Diego, CA 92119 
 

Phone: 619-464-4211 
 

Website: www.standrewslutheran.church 
 

E-mail:  
Info@StAndrewslutheran.church 

PastorManuel@StAndrewslutheran.church 
PastorSarah@StAndrewslutheran.church  

 

Preschool: 
619-469-3531 


