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FTC - "Funeral Rule" (part 453 of the CFR)

Consumers have the right to:

Choose goods & services

Receive information in writing

Receive information related to purchases required by law

Use a casket purchased outside of the funeral home

Have alternative containers from cremation providers

The Funeral Rule applies only to funeral homes and directors.

Cemeteries & crematories not subject to the "Funeral Rule"



BURIAL MATTERS-Traditional

HOW MUCH DO CASKETS COST?

Casket Type Funeral Home On Line

Steel $1,800-$3,600 $1,500-$3,400

Wood $3,300-$5,000 $1,200-$2,500

Copper/Bronze $6,100-$6,600 $5,000-$6,000

Cardboard $150-$1,000 $150-$800

Eco-friendly $700-$2,300 $700-$1,900

References: 7 Best Caskets (https://afteryourtime.com)

Titan Casket (https://titancaskets.com)

https://afteryourtime.com
https://titancaskets.com
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Who is Eligible for Burial in a VA Cemetary?

The Veteran did not receive a dishonorable discharge.

The Veteran's spouse or minor child

In some cases, the unmarried adult dependent child of a 
Veteran

You can choose the VA cemetery where you wish to be buried

VA national cemetery; (https://www.va.gov./find-locations/)

You can chat on-line with a VA Representative for personal 
information

https://www.va.gov./find-locations/
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What is a Military Honors Funeral?

The eligible Veteran can receive a military funeral honors 
ceremony

The ceremony includes:

Folding and presenting the U.S. burial flag

Playing Taps

Being buried in a VA national cemetery

Having a military honors detail (consisting of two or more 
uniformed military persons with at least one being a member 
of the Veteran's parent service)



Burial Matters-Military

Burial in a VA National Cemetery includes:
• Military Funeral Honors

• Grave Site

• Opening and Closing of the Grave

• Grave Liner

• Headstone or Marker

• Perpetual Care

Veteran's Burial in a Private Cemetery
Will include: Military Funeral Honors

Headstone or Medallion
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Alternative Burials

Mausoleums

Cremation

Types of cremation

Cremation Societies

Green Burials

Who does this?

Where is Green Burial Allowed?

Donating your body/organs

Where do you donate?
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Costs: Public Mausoleums - $2,000 to$10,000

Private Mausoleums - $25,000 to $100,000
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Types of Cremation
Direct: Extreme heat; emits smoke residue and by products

Reduces to bone fragments

Removal of metal and implants is required

Wet or Alkaline Hydrolysis

Submerged in water and alkaline solution

Decomposes and dissolves leaving bone fragments

Flameless and does not release harmful by products 
to the earth or atmosphere
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Cremation Costs 

2023 Average Cost = $7,000 with casket and urn

• Basic Services of funeral director and staff - $2,300

• Body Removal/Transfer - $350

• Embalming and other preparation - $1,050

• Use of facilities for viewing - $450; funeral ceremony - $515

• Cremation fee (if performed by a third party) - $368

• Cremation Casket - $1,310

Cost for Direct Cremation Only - $800 to $1,600

Cost for Wet or Alkaline Cremation Only - $2,000 to $3,000



BURIAL MATTERS-Cremation

Disposition of Cremation Remains
• Place remains in a container at a cemetery or 

gravesite

• Distribute remains over land or sea

• Make jewelry from the remains

Must have permission to place remains on public or 
private property

If placed at sea, must be 500 feet from shore or 
marina
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A Green Burial is:

• In a natural setting,

• Using eco-friendly and sustainable materials.

• Flat rocks or trees are used as grave 
markers.

• There are no standing engraved headstones.

• Caskets if used, are biodegradable; such as 
shrouds and other materials.
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Body Donations

Where do you donate?

Medical Schools

Teaching/Science Institutions



BURIAL MATTERS-Body Donations

• Make arrangements prior to death
• You cannot specify what studies your body will be 

used for
• Organ donation may be restricted

• Programs require immediate removal and transport
• You have the option to opt out of body donation
• The program will complete and file the death 

certificate

• Your body will be cremated at no cost
• Inform everybody of your decision to donate your 

body
• Have a plan in place if your body is not eligible



Thank You
for joining us for this presentation.

We hope you benefit from its information.

Please share this information with your family and friends.


