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As the 2024-2025 school year comes to a close, we recognize our
members who are celebrating graduations this year. We are so proud

of you and pray for God’s guidance for your next adventure in life!

High School:

Isabella Flores (Mary Ruddock’s granddaughter) – East Lake High School

Alexandra Hernandez – Bonita Vista High School

Rebecca Iverson – Greater San Diego Academy

Jordan Reed- Helix Charter High School 

Taylor Tweet – Patrick Henry High School

Meghan Waters (Laura Techentin’s granddaughter) 

– Patrick Henry High School

University:

Steven Bertolucci – Oregon State University 

Kristen Gunter - University of Arizona - Major in Physiology, 

minors in Biochemistry and Care, Health & Society

Freda Hernandez-Nader – Pt. Loma Nazarene University 

– Masters in Educational Counseling

Joe Macias  - SDSU with a Bachelors of science degree in Child Development

Scott Parr- SDSU Ed. D

Jaiden Ruckle - CSU Monterey Bay - BA in psychology

Jenna Smith- (Sherry Smith’s granddaughter) Boise State University 

Jack Werland – UC Berkeley (EECS)



Yet, as we navigate a world marked by rapid change and evolving needs, our congregation remains rooted
in the unchanging foundation of our Christian faith. The work that began with a congregational survey in
the spring and summer of 2024 has blossomed into a renewed sense of mission, identity, and direction.
Through faithful discernment by the Council and the investment of our wider church family, we have
affirmed our commitment to grow in faith, share God’s word, welcome all people, and serve together
with love and purpose. Our guiding documents—shaped by scripture, prayer, and the voices of our
community—reflect our enduring core values of Gospel-sharing, Responding in love, Accepting all,
Embracing community, and Empowering one another. These G.R.A.C.E.-filled commitments are more than
words; they are a response to Christ’s call to live as his disciples in a world in need of hope and healing.
As we look to the future with our vision and strategic goals, we do so anchored in God’s love, confident
that nothing can separate us from it, and compelled by that love to be a light in our community and
beyond.

God’s peace be with you, 
Pastor Sarah

Pastor Sarah Sumner-Eisenbraun
A NOTE FROM THE DESK OF

Embracing Possibilities and Faithfulness in Time of Change
This month at our Congregational Meeting we are going to hear some
exciting updates from our Council on our Strategic Planning Process.
Carole Huston, who has served as our guide and leader through each
step, has written up a summary which I have included as a part of this

article. You will likely notice that there are some proposed changes to our
guiding statements, including our mission statement, vision statement

and core values. Our hope is that these updates will guide us as we move
forward together, seeking to grow our vibrant, joyful community. We are
in a time of transition in more ways than one: as Pastor Manuel takes on
the role of Border Church pastor, as we seek to grow in our stewardship

and service in Jesus’ name, and as we seek to reach out and build
community as a church. God is doing new things among us! 

SUMMARY OF GUIDING DOCUMENTS FOR CONGREGATIONAL MEETING (6/8/25) 
In the spring and summer of 2024, the congregation participated in a survey to gather general and

specific information about our guiding documents and our ministries. During the Council retreat in late
July, 2024, the council reviewed the analysis of key survey items and began work on our guiding

documents. Working through the fall, the Council constructed drafts of the survey-informed mission,
core values, vision, and goal statements. These drafts along with the original statements were discussed
at two separate focus groups in Spring, 2025. The feedback and suggested revisions were presented to

the Council (04/08/25), which voted unanimously to approve these for review and vote by the
congregation. 

These statements appear on the next page.

Congregational Statements



MISSION, CORE VALUES, VISION and GOAL STATEMENTS (COUNCIL APPROVED 04/08/25) 
Mission Statement: Our mission is to grow in our Christian faith, share God’s word and teachings, to be
welcoming and inclusive, and to build community through service to all of God’s creation. Short version:
Growing in Faith, Sharing God’s Word, Welcoming All, Serving Together 

Core Values: G.R.A.C.E. 
1. [Sharing the] Gospel: We share through preaching, teaching, and emphasizing the good news that Christ
Jesus, God himself, came to live among us, share our lives, and give freely his unconditional love for us all
through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. 
2. Responding: Having received the gospel, we respond by reaching out in love to others. We emphasize
service to one another, to our community and to our world. 
3. Accepting: We welcome all to grow in faith wherever they are in their spiritual journey. As a Reconciled-
in-Christ (RIC) community, we welcome all with the same love which God has welcomed us and encourage
each person to grow in knowledge and faith as they follow Christ. 
4. Embracing) Community: We serve our intergenerational community by developing and. providing
opportunities to foster faith and connection, emphasizing our diverse relationships. We recognize our
church family, and we embrace the community beyond our campus. 
5. Empowering: We equip people through a variety of educational opportunities to use their passions, gifts,
and talents to be God’s hands in the world. 

Vision Statement: We aspire to grow as an inclusive Christian community, fostering fellowship, service, and
spiritual development, while actively engaging with the broader community through education,
stewardship, and volunteerism. 

Strategic Goals: 
1. Develop and grow St. Andrew’s Community: Develop and expand opportunities for fellowship for all
ages (children, youth, families, and seniors) improving communication/connections within our community.
2. Expand Larger Community Engagement: Enhance and expand engagement with and service to the larger
community outside of St. Andrew’s to foster and deepen connections with the larger community. 
3. Foster Spiritual and Educational Development: Cultivate opportunities for all community members to
gain greater understanding and spiritual growth. 
4. Engage in Stewardship & Volunteerism: Invite and encourage participation in volunteer opportunities
and campaigns to enrich all aspects of our worship and community experiences. 
Please note that the Synod-wide acceptance of “Reconciled in Christ” statements is reflected in St.
Andrew’s statement, which appears below. The Council voted unanimously to accept this statement for
congregational reaffirmation. 

Current Reconciled-in-Christ Statement (No Proposed Changes)
No one is outside the realm of God’s love. All were created in the image of God. You are worthy and
welcome in your entire being, including your stage of life, ethnic origin, financial, marital or immigration
status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, and physical, mental or developmental
diversity. Nothing can separate you from God’s love. We are committed to uplifting the equality of all
people, propelling the efforts of social, racial, and economic justice, and supporting those in need. You are
welcome here. You are loved here. Worship and serve with us as Disciples of Jesus on this journey of faith.

Congregational Statements Continued



2024 Annual Report

The 2024 Annual Report has been posted to our website. 
Click THIS LINK for the full report.

A limited number of printed copies are available in the back of the
church. 

Please review this report in preparation for our congregation
meeting on June 8.

Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of the congregation will take place immediately
following the 10 AM worship service on June 8, 2025. 

The agenda includes:
Receipt of 2024 Annual Report,
Elections for new council and other positions,
Recommendation and vote from the Strategic Planning Task Force
Pastor Manuel and Pastor Sarah’s revised Letters of Call

All voting members are encouraged to attend. If you have questions
please contact congregation president Rick Bushore or one of the
pastors. 

Thank you to everyone who made our Lenten, Holy Week and Easter observations
meaningful and thought-provoking. Meditations, sermons, sanctuary ambiance,
music...all contributed to and enhanced our worship experiences. We are truly
blessed to be a part of the St. Andrew's family. Thank you. Shalom, Jane Nesvig

St. Andrew's Outreach Endowment - What a wonderful gift! This month we have
committed all the money we receive to go to hygiene products. This check will help

so many. We will be getting toothbrushes, tooth paste, deodorant, razors, hair
brushes, soap, shampoo and feminine hygiene products. We are so grateful for your

generosity and your support of Monie's Food Pantry. We thank you all from the
bottom of our hearts. 

Thank you, thank you! -Monica Muldoon, Monie's Food Pantry

Thank You Notes

https://standrewslutheran.church/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2024-Annual-Report-full-report.pdf


WEDNESDAYS
Mini Movers are on break through the summer! See you in the fall!

SUNDAYS
Our nursery is open during our 8:30 and 10:00am Sunday worship services.  

Please drop off and sign-in your child in the Preschool building.

Sunday School is on break through the summer! See you in the fall!

Please note that nursery is optional and ALL children are welcome in our worship spaces! 
Please make yourselves at home and use any toys, books or other tools found in our

“Prayground” area in the back of the Community Center!

PreK - Elementary

Middle School (6th-8th Graders)

High School (St. Andrew’s Lutheran Teens - SALT)
*All plans subject to change - Join our texting group for updates*

Look for emails and check the Remind texts for this month’s updated schedule!

If you have any questions, please contact 
Pastor Sarah or Pastor Manuel.

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church - YOUTH

Confirmation is on break through the summer. See you in the fall!

SAVE THE DATE FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!!

Vacation Bible School will take place this summer from July 28 through
August 1. We meet from 9am to 12pm and enjoy Bible stories, song and
dance, crafts, snack and outdoor play! Children age 3 through entering
5  grade are welcome to attend. Middle school students, high school

students and adults are invited and encouraged to volunteer! 

th

If you are interested or have any questions, please contact Kristin DuVall
at kristin.m.duvall@gmail.com



A Word from our Preschool...

We had such a fun time at the zoo last month! 🦁🐒 The kids loved
being out in the fresh air, exploring all the animals, and taking a break
from our usual preschool setting. A big thank you to Sara Hench for

donating her zoo passes to our families.😊

This month, we're excited to celebrate Father’s Day with our Donuts
with Dad event in the courtyard! 🍩👨‍👧‍👦 It’s always a sweet way to

honor the amazing dads and father figures in our lives.

Summer camp registration is almost wrapped up, but there's still
time to sign up for a week (or more!). And don’t forget — fall

registration is also open. If you're interested or have any questions,
feel free to reach out at valeriem@standrewslutheran.church or give

us a call at 619-469-3531. 📞✉️

We've also recently updated our Amazon Wish List 🎁 — 
if you'd like to donate, you can find it here:

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3R2RZE2QRILGU?
ref_=wl_share

Thank you so much for your continued support — we truly appreciate
you! 💛

Wishing you a joyful and sunny June,
Valerie Macias

“Relying on the Holy Spirit, Stephen Ministers listen, care, and love
as they accompany others through life’s challenges.”

Brene Brown, in Atlas of the Heart, says, “Language is our portal to meaning-making,
connection, healing, learning, and self-awareness.” She goes on to say, “Naming an

experience doesn’t give the experience more power. It gives us the power of
understanding and meaning.” Stephen Ministers can walk alongside those who are facing
challenges in their lives. They can provide a safe, non-judgmental, confidential space for

others to name their pain or confusion or stress or whatever difficulty they are facing.
Sharing this with someone who truly listens can help one see the situation and the

emotions more clearly, which helps one move forward. 

Stephen Ministers welcome the opportunity to accompany those within or outside our
church. Please talk with Pastor Sarah or Pastor Manuel about this ministry in our church.

Stephen Ministry

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3R2RZE2QRILGU?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3R2RZE2QRILGU?ref_=wl_share


Border Church

Border Church in June
Meet at Whiskey-8 (Border Wall)

 1:30 pm each week
Carpool departure time from St. Andrew's varies.

June 1 Depart St. Andrew's by 12:30
(This is Pastor Manuel’s first Sunday as Border Church

Pastor)
June 8 following Congregational Meeting
June 15 Upon return from Men's Retreat

June 22 Depart St. Andrew's by 12:30
June 29 Depart St. Andrew's by 12:30

Everyone is welcome to attend and participate in these
weekly worship services. The border wall is about 100 feet

from the parking area and is easy to get to.

Please talk with Pastor Manuel if you are interested in
carpooling and / or participating.

Kitchen Reminder

A friendly reminder from our Kitchen Care and HELP teams:

If you borrow and take home tablecloths or are on a HELP team and take
them home to launder them, please return them to the same bin that you
found them. Many people use those tablecloths and we have noticed that

several are missing. If you have any questions, please contact Sara
Zimmerly. Thank you!

Did you miss Pastor Manuel’s exciting announcement?  CLICK HERE TO READ THE EXCITING NEWS!

“In the fall of 2024, the pastor of Border Church, Seth Clark, announced his departure, effective June
2025. Shortly after his announcement, Pr. Seth and I met over coffee to discuss my interest in taking

the part-time call as the pastor for Border Church. After much prayer and discernment, as well as
conversations with my wife Lisa, Pastor Sarah, our council leadership, and our synod bishop, Dave

Nagler, I have accepted the call. It will be a ¼-time call, beginning June 1, 2025. “

https://standrewslutheran.church/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Pastor-Manuel-Letter-Border-Church.pdf


Keenagers
Keenagers will be meeting in the Community Center on Thursday, June 12  at

11:30am for potluck and games!

th

 Keenagers welcome all 55+ and friends. 
Check the box on the Connection Card if you plan to attend. 

Contact Peggy Leimbach with any questions at (916) 548-4819.

Women’s Group
Our Women’s Group meets twice monthly: 

Once for a Bible study and once for a fun outing or activity.
For information on this month’s activities, you can contact:

Sue Teague at susanteague079@gmail.com
or Dana Wolf at Dmwolf805@gmail.com

Fellowship Groups

Men’s Group
The St. Andrew’s Men’s group meets weekly on Friday mornings at 8:00am for

Bible Study in Pastor Manuel’s office and on Zoom. Check the box on the
Connection Card if you would like the zoom link.

Save the date for our 2025 Men’s Retreat at Luther Glen Farm Retreat Center on
June 13-15. The cost is $253/person, meals included. $75 deposit due June 1.

For more information, please contact Pastor Manuel at
PastorManuel@StAndrewsLutheran.church

Book & Bible Studies

Our Adult Forum is on break for the summer. They will reconvene in the fall.

Seekers Book Group
The Seekers Book Group meets on Side B of the Community Center at 4:00pm on

Wednesday evenings. If you have any questions, contact Joanne Beets at jbeets@cox.net
or Carole Huston at sdprof50@gmail.com. 

WIN Dinner and Activities
All of our WIN activities are on break for the summer, including Homework

Center, Mini Movers, Yoga, Dinner, Confirmation Instruction and Choir
practice.

See you in the fall!

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
A 6-week Tuesday Morning Bible Study will begin June 17 at 10AM. Rick Showalter is

leading a series on The Lord’s Prayer. It will be hybrid in person/zoom. Please contact the
church office if you need the link.



Bag Ladies will meet June 21st at 9:30am in the
Community Center to make sleeping bags, which are
distributed through TACO (Third Avenue Charitable

Organization) at First Lutheran Church in downtown San
Diego. Contact: Church Office

LWR (Lutheran World Relief) Quilters will meet on June
9th and June 16th at 10:00am to make quilts to be

donated to LWR at the end of the year.
Contact: Deb Bushore (619) 805-5006 

and Lydia Dix (619) 929-5357

Quilting 101 is a beginning quilting class that meets every
Wednesday at 10am in the Community Center, Side A.

Easy patterns and lots of instructions. If you have always
wanted to learn to quilt, this class is for you. All are

welcome! 
Contact: Church Office

St. Andrew’s Prayers and Squares will be meeting
Saturday, June 14th from 10:00 to 1:00. 

No sewing experience is necessary. Join us for some
fellowship time as we prepare quilts for this important

ministry here at St. Andrew’s. 
If you have any questions, please contact Stephanie

Alexander at 619-592-0898. 

St. Andrew’s Crafters meets the third Thursday of each
month. This month, we meet Thursday, June 19th at

1:00PM in the Community Center. Bring a project or work
on one of ours. All are welcome!

Please contact Stephanie Alexander at 619-592-0898 for
any more information. 

St. Andrew’s Quilting & Crafting Ministries

Come join one of our many quilting and crafting groups here at St. Andrew’s! 
You can find more details, contact information and this month’s schedule below.



St. Andrew’s Prayerful Ministries

                 Here are the Prayer Quilt 
                    Recipients for May:

Jenna Moyer, (Lisa Bona’s sister's co-
worker), her husband Jesse and four
year old daughter Ellie are in need of
prayers of peace, comfort and strength.
Jenna is pregnant and the baby has a
heart defect. The prognosis for the baby
is not positive. 
Angelica (Lori Herman’s co-worker) has
a new cancer diagnosis. Prayers are for
effective treatment, comfort and
healing.
Nancy Samuelson is hospitalized with
undiagnosed symptoms.. Prayers are for
proper diagnosis, treatment, recovery,
peace, and comfort.
Elaine Kraiger (Joanne Beets’ sister) had
pneumonia last month and is
experiencing ongoing lung inflammation
and breathing problems. Prayers are for
continued and complete healing.

            Here is a list of those we
            prayed for in May:

Thanksgiving for return home, mental and
physical healing: Rodney Baldus (Kathy
Hall’s cousin)
Thanksgiving for healing & return home,
wisdom & guidance moving forward: Marilyn
Duba
Proper diagnosis, treatment & healing:
Zephyr McMullen; Nancy Samuelson
Peace & Comfort for Scott Sumner (Pastor
Sarah's dad) as he mourns the passing of his
wife Bobbi
Thanksgiving for the life of Bobbi Sumner,
(Pastor Sarah's stepmom)
Safe travel between Orange County & Rady
Children's Hospital in San Diego for the
parents & older siblings of Zephyr McMullen
Blessings for the wedding of Alisa and
Bobby (Karen Young's daughter & fiancé)
Better jobs and safety for Don Huston’s
grandchildren 
Proper diagnosis, treatment, and healing for
Alex Brase (friend of Kristin DuVall and Pat
Olouch
Successful Surgery & Good Recovery for
Heidi Martinez
Successful procedure & good diagnosis for
Peter Grealish (Joanne Beets' brother-in-
law)
Peace & Safety for Linnea & Peter Grealish
(Joanne Beets' sister and brother-in-law)
Full Healing, comfort, and peace for James
Driskill (Lisa Retamoza's uncle); Michael
Muldoon; Patricia Petrivelli (Ed Petrivelli's
mom)
Minimal swelling and pain, full healing for
Heidi Martinez
Full Healing, strength, comfort, and peace
for Michael Muldoon; Patricia Petrivelli (Ed
Petrivelli's mom); Anita Robbins (Vance
Blackfox' mom)
Successful treatment, peace & comfort for
Michael (Lee & Jeannine Eddy's son)

To place a prayer on the prayer list, please
contact Sara Hench at (619) 583-4702

Hench1@cox.net

How you Can Request a Prayer Quilt:
Prayer quilt request forms can be found in the

church office,
or online at the church website:
www.standrewslutheran.church 

A special thank you to our Prayers & Squares
group who gathers monthly to create these
beautiful quilts that we are blessed to share

with our congregation members, their friends
and family, and people in our community, who

are then able to wrap themselves in prayer.
(If you would like to help create Prayer Quilts,
you can find information on the Quilting Page

of this Salt Shaker.)

mailto:Hench1@cox.net
http://www.standrewslutheran.church/
http://www.standrewslutheran.church/


About Us - St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church

Pastors:
Manuel Retamoza
Sarah Sumner-Eisenbraun

Director of Parish Administration:
Meri Jo Petrivelli

Bookkeeper/Welcome Ministry Coordinator:
Sara Zimmerly

Office Administrator:
Paula McDonald

Preschool Director:
Valerie Macias

Music Director:
Lisa Roudebush

W.I.N. Coordinators:
Kristin Hetrick & Coley Adams

Volunteer & Visuals Coordinator:
Kristin DuVall

Nursery Attendants:
Renee Gunter
Ella Shaffer
Kamryn McElvain
Rebecca Iverson

Congregation President:
Rick Bushore

Prayer Ministry:
Sara Hench
hench1@cox.net

Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9am-5pm
Friday 9am-12 noon

The submission deadline for the July Salt
Shaker is June 15th. Typed articles with your
name and phone number may be left in the
church office. Articles must be 200 words or
less and may be edited for space. Email
submissions are preferred. Send them to:
saltshaker@standrewslutheran.church

Reminders and Information:
Please remember to take a look at our
Facebook page for the most up to date
congregation information and what’s
happening here at St. Andrew’s! If you are
not receiving our weekly emails containing
links, bulletins, and more, please call the
church office at (619) 464-4211.

Don’t forget to go to the YouTube channel
(St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church San Diego) for
recorded worship services and all other
recorded activities!

We are grateful for the financial support
provided throughout the year. You can make
a contribution via the offering plate,
donation tab on our website, mail us a check,
drop a check into our office mail slot, or use
Venmo.

St. Andrew’s Website:
standrewslutheran.church
Venmo: @StAndrewsLutheran-church

Scan this QR Code with your
smartphone to get to our

website with ease: 

Staff & Ministry Coordinators

mailto:hench1@cox.net
mailto:saltshaker@standrewslutheran.church
https://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsSD
https://www.youtube.com/@st.andrewslutheranchurch7601
https://www.youtube.com/@st.andrewslutheranchurch7601
https://standrewslutheran.church/


Our Mission:
“To Be Disciples and To Make Disciples”

 St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church   
8350 Lake Murray Blvd. 

  San Diego, CA 92119 
     Phone: (619) 464-4211     

Website: www.standrewslutheran.church
   

Email: Info@StAndrewslutheran.church 
PastorManuel@StAndrewslutheran.church
PastorSarah@StAndrewslutheran.church

Preschool: (619) 469-3531  

http://www.standrewslutheran.church/
mailto:Info@StAndrewslutheran.church
mailto:PastorManuel@StAndrewslutheran.church
mailto:PastorSarah@StAndrewslutheran.church

