St. Andrews REJOICING, WEEPING,
Lutheran  AND SERVING TOGETHER:

A MIDYEAR UPDATE FROM ST. ANDREW’S

Dear St. Andrew's Family,

"Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another...
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all." — Romans 12:15-18

In her 2025 Annual Report, Pastor Sarah shared a prophetic and hopeful vision for our ministry.
Grounding us in the words of Romans 12, she reminded us of our call to rejoice and weep
together in harmony.

These words are not just text on a page or screen; they are a living description of who we are at
St. Andrew's Lutheran Church. Over the past year and throughout our decades of ministry, we
have lived out this scripture in profound ways—supporting one another in times of grief,
celebrating new beginnings, and stepping boldly into the future God has prepared for us.

As we reach the midpoint of our 2026 ministry year, we want to pause to celebrate what your
generosity has already made possible, while looking ahead to the vital work still to come.

We have been blessed to witness the long-term impact St. Andrew's Preschool has had in our
community. Our preschool provides a nurturing environment for children that makes a lasting
difference. Over the decades, your support has allowed our preschool to provide a high quality
early childhood program at an affordable price for working families. Our Preschool scholarships
have most recently benefitted military families, single-parent households, and refugee children

So this year for our midyear appeal we have set two important goals: 1) to raise $20,000 for
our Preschool Scholarship Fund and 2) to increase stewardship commitments to our
mission and ministries.

Please read through the additional information included in this packet and reach out to our
leadership if you have any questions.

Thank you for your partnership in ministry,

Pastor Sarah Sumner-Eisenbraun Education - Drew Smith
Pastor Manuel Retamoza Worship & Music - Jackie Wheatley
Council Members: Church in Society - Dana Wolf
President - Tracy Fox Facilities & Maintenance - Steve Geitz
Vice President - Carole Huston Membership & Inclusion - Sandra Yeaman
Secretary - Lisa Bona Stewardship - Rob Stabley
Treasurer - Kyle Tweet



Look What the Spirit of God
Has Done Through You!

Because of your faithful financial support and commitment, St. Andrew’s has
been a beacon of faith, growth, and community. Together, we have:

Nurtured Faith This summer we are especially

Across Generations hlghllghjung our Preschool m!nlstry
_ and asking for gifts to replenish our
From Pastor Sarah leading

Mini-Movers with our youngest PI'GSCI'!OO'
children (and passing the Scholarshlp Fund

baton to our Music Director,  that goes to support military
Teri Carpentier-Antti) to our families, single-parent
powerful Intergenerational households, and refugee

Confirmation, where eight  ¢hildren who benefit from
adults affirmed their baptisms. financial assistance.

Last year we expanded Cultivating
Our Walls Meaningful Connection
We successfully walked alongside Intern Through our collective efforts, we
Pastor Adham Alaraj as he prepared to have deepened our bonds as a

community.

Our time at Luther Glen for the
Women's and Youth retreats
provided vital spiritual renewal,
while our presence at San
Diego Pride with "Lutherans
for Love" demonstrated our
commitment to our neighbors.

launch a vital new Arabic-speaking
ministry in El Cajon, and we continued
our hands-on ministry with
asylum-seeking families from

Haiti.

In August, we are excited to greet
intern Pastor Joey Gutierrez. He
will join our community to learn '

and share in our faith journey through July Additionally, by hosting VBS,

2027. | am truly proud of our generous and Autumn Festival, Haunted House,
grace-filled congregation, which provides such and Carnival, we opened our doors
a welcoming environment for seminarians to and hearts to families in our
grow and flourish in their ministry. immediate neighborhood.

Defining Our Path Forward: With the leadership of our Church Council, we
have established a new Mission Statement to guide our communal life:
Growing in Faith, Sharing God’s Word, Welcoming All, Serving Together.



Sustaining Our Momentum: A
Midyear Invitation

The St. Andrew’s campus doesn’t slow down in the summertime! Our
community outreach thrives during these months as our youth head to camp
and the Annual Summer Youth Trip, our summer Preschool program, and
Vacation Bible School, just to name a few things. We also open our doors to
numerous outside ministries and youth groups, making our space a hub of
activity. All this while preparing for a spirited fall season. However, summer is
also a time when regular church attendance and giving can naturally dip with
summer schedules.

So this year for our midyear appeal we have set two important goals:
1) to raise $20,000 for our Preschool Scholarship Fund and
2) to increase stewardship commitments to our mission and ministries.

To sustain our momentum and ensure we meet our financial commitments to

our church and preschool ministries, our buildings and maintenance, and our

staffing, we are asking every household to consider making a special midyear
stewardship gift.

Navigating Change Together

Living in harmony also means supporting one another through times of transition. Just over
one year ago, Pastor Manuel accepted a call to serve the Border Church, shifting our
leadership model to a Co-Pastor structure. This has meant an adjustment for our staff, with
Pastor Sarah taking on expanded administrative and youth ministry roles.

We also continue to look for ways to continue our value of being a welcoming community.
Aided by the grant Pastor Sarah received from the Reflective Leadership Program at Duke
University, in the year ahead we plan to actively learn about being a neuro-inclusive and
trauma-informed congregation, committed to protecting and advocating for the well-being of
all our members, beginning with our youngest. We see the benefit of these efforts for our
children and for our adults every Sunday during our 10 am service, as well as in other small
ways. Our dedication to creating a safe environment is in our Safe Community Policy, which
includes rigorous screening, training, and standards of behavior to ensure a nurturing space
for all who participate in church-sponsored programs.

Our preschool continues to offer a high-quality and inclusive learning environment for
children, while remaining affordable for hard-working families. In particular, a gift to our
Preschool Scholarship Fund will directly support military families, single-parent households,
and refugee families who benefit from financial assistance.

Transformation requires resources, adaptability, the shared commitment
of our entire congregation, and a deep trust in Jesus Christ.



OpFortunities for
artnership

Catch Up or Leap Forward

If you are not or have never been a
regular giver consider a monthly gift of
even $8/month (equal to one drink at a

chain coffee shop). If you have fallen
behind on your regular offering, use
this midyear mark to catch up. If you
are able, consider a one-time "above
and beyond" gift to our Preschool
Scholarship Fund or our General Fund
to help us meet our goals and enter the
fall in a position of financial strength.

Automate Your Giving

Sign up for recurring online giving.
This provides St. Andrew’s with
predictable, steady funding—even
when you are away on vacation!

-
Pray for Our Ministry

Keep our pastors, our dedicated
staff, and our Council in your prayers
as they navigate this new chapter of

co-pastor ministry.

Thank you for your financial partnership, your volunteer hours,
your music, your leadership, and your prayers.
It is a privilege to rejoice, weep, and live in harmony alongside you.

May God continue to give us strength, healing, and hope as we celebrate all we
get to do together as followers of Jesus!

P.S. Ready to make your midyear gift?

You can give safely and securely online using the

t, drop an offering in the plate

on Sunday, or mail your check to the church office,
designated as Midyear Appeal.

QR code to therri
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